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Dear Central UMC, 

Christmas is not our shortest season of the Christian Calendar, but it is only 12 days long (hence 

the song, The 12 Days of Christmas). This Sunday is not only the first Sunday of our New Year, 

it is also affectionately known as the Sunday After Christmas. A Sunday where we take a 

breath and relax at home and in Worship. We will continue to light the Christ Candle through 

Epiphany and our favorite hymns; especially linger Christmas songs we haven’t gotten enough of 

will be the order of the day. And, we will welcome in the New Year with communion. Our 

scripture will be Matthew 2:1-23 and our sermon title is Get Up and Go: More Life. Rev. 

Judy will be our liturgist and will bring our Children’s message, Jo Jackson will be our pianist and 

Kim Crom will join the fun of our Hymn Sing. 

Worship News

Sunday, January 8
th
 – This Sunday is a big Sunday! We will celebrate Epiphany of the Lord

and the Baptism of the Lord on the same day. The calendar is a bit messed up with

Christmas being on a Sunday, but the two fit beautifully together. We will begin a

new sermon series called: Glimpses of the Kin-dom. Come and re-affirm your

Baptism.

Sunday, January 15
th
 – Martin Luther King Day 

and we will dedicate our 2023 Church Leadership.

Sunday, January 23
rd
 – February 12

th
 – is the ordinary time of the Season of Epiphany

Sunday, February 19
th
 – Transfiguration Sunday and “Super Sunday”. Yes, it’s Football!

Prayers

Billie Owings, Mike Wheat, Sandra Noggle, and Kim Crom’s Father, Wen Anderson 

 "WAVES,", our country and its leaders. 

In mission: Kutela Katembo, Missionary in Angola, Africa

Planning Ahead

If you would like to receive envelopes to use for your 2023 offering, please let Cheryl James or Kathy Andrew 
know so that they can get them to you. You can also leave a message in the office (719) 597-6642 or email the 
office at office@cumccs.org.

Our January Sermons Series Starting January 8
th
, comes from Discipleship Ministries of 

the United Methodist Church. Titled: Glimpses of the Kin-dom.  It will give us glimpses of what 

life as the people of God might be like. Here is what they write about it:  

We consider some of the most famous passages of scripture to help us shape a vision of the life 

we are called to live—not just a special, rise-to-the-occasion kind of life, but an everyday life, 

an ordinary life that isn’t ordinary. Because we believe that followers of Christ who live their 

faith day by day are anything but ordinary. They stand out; they become models and mentors; 



they are examples of what life is all about. At least that is our hope and our belief: that our 

lives represent the kin-dom of God. We are the evidence that our faith is true and our God is at 

work in the world. In other words, we are now the epiphany, the light shining forth for the 

world to see. And of course, we will fail from time to time. But how we deal with failure is also a 

sign of that presence and glimpse of the kin-dom. So, this ordinary time is extra-ordinary in the 

living of it. Let us embrace the call with grace and with joy.

2023 NEW YEARS PRAYER

Oh Holy God, in this New Year of 2023, we ask for your wisdom, for your strength and power to be constantly 
present within us. We pray you would make us strong and courageous for the road ahead. Give us ability 

beyond what we feel able, let your gifts flow freely through us, so that you would be honored by our lives, and 
others would be drawn to you. In your Son’s Holy Name, Amen.


