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JANUARY MISSION FOCUS 
Kutela Katembo  

Ministry with Mufongo Villagers 

In faraway Angola, farmers must adjust their crops for the dry and then the wet 
season. The dry season, in the fall, is several months of minimal rainfall and  
 

extreme heat. Kutela Katembo, an agriculturist and United Methodist missionary, recently 
designed a program of instruction for farmers in the villages that surround The Quessua 
Agriculture Center. 
 

  He and his staff went out to the villages and taught what crops will grow in the dry 
heat and how to farm sustainably. Mufongo is the village that Kutela highlighted in his recent 
newsletter: �All nine village extension groups did well. Mufongo village, however, stood out, and 
I was particularly impressed with and appreciated their work. The 40 villagers and their 
coordinator followed instructions given to them, and the proof was in their fantastic yield.�  
In recognition, Kutela and his staff presented the Mufongo villagers with a water pump that will 
greatly facilitate the watering of crops. Being able to grow and harvest vegetables in harsh 
conditions is literally life-saving for the villagers. Kutela wrote: �We strive to help families grow 
crops and provide food for their families, especially their malnourished and undernourished 
children.� 
  We at Central are one of the churches that support Kutela and his ministry. We have 

promised to provide a minimum of $1000 in 2023. Can you help? Please make checks payable to 

Central UMC designated �Kutela,� or drop coins or cash in the watering can at the sanctuary 

entrance on Sundays. Thank you for helping Kutela to help hungry families! 

 Mufongo villagers with their crop.  Mufongo farmers receiving a water pump  



 

 

Matthew 1:18-25 (CEB) Birth of Jesus 
 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. When Mary his mother was engaged to Joseph, 
before they were married, she became pregnant by the Holy Spirit.  Joseph her husband was a 
righteous man. Because he didn‛t want to humiliate her, he decided to call off their engagement 

quietly.  As he was thinking about this, an angel from the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
�Joseph son of David, don‛t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because the child she carries was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, and you will call him Jesus, because he 
will save his people from their sins.�  Now all of this took place so that what the Lord had spoken 

through the prophet would be fulfilled: 
 Look! A virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son, 

        And they will call him, Emmanuel. (Emmanuel means �God with us.�) 
When Joseph woke up, he did just as an angel from God commanded and took Mary as his wife.  But 

he didn‛t have sexual relations with her until she gave birth to a son. Joseph called him Jesus. 
 

The Christmas Promise: God with Us Resource: Sermons.com 
 
G. K. Chesterton, the noted British poet and theologian, was a brilliant man who could think 
deep thoughts and express them well. However, he was also extremely absent-minded and 
over the years he became rather notorious for getting lost. He would just absolutely forget 
where he was supposed to be and what he was supposed to be doing. On one such occasion, 
he sent a telegram to his wife which carried these words: �Honey, seems I‛m lost again. 
Presently, I am at Market Harborough. Where ought I to be?� As only a spouse could say it, 
she telegraphed back a one-word reply �HOME!� 
 
This is precisely what this classic passage in the first chapter of Matthew does for us� it 
brings us home� 
  

  Home to the real meaning of Christmas 
  Home to the most magnificent truth in the entire Bible 
  Home to our Lord‛s greatest promise 
  Home to the reason we celebrate Christmas 

  
Namely this: �GOD IS WITH US!� When we accept Christ into our lives, nothing, not even 
death, can separate us from God and His love. It is what Christmas is about. God is with us. 
The great people of faith have always claimed that promise. Just think of it: 
 

     -  Moses caught between the Pharaoh and the deep Red Sea in a seemingly hopeless    
         situation believed that God was with him and he went forward and trusted God to  
         open a way and He did! 
 
    -  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego went into the fiery furnace into a seemingly  
        hopeless situation and they trusted God to be with them and He was! 
 
     -  Little David stood before Goliath. What chance could a small boy with a slingshot  
        have against this giant of a warrior? But David believed that God was with him and 
        it made all the difference! 
 
The impact of that Christmas promise is incredible. When you believe that, when you accept 
that, when you claim that promise� it will absolutely change your life. I pray your Christmas 
was wonderful and you will bring the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love you received into our new 
2023 year of the Lord.   
 

      Happy New Year, Friends.   Rev. Deb 
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The Difficult Words of Jesus with Pastor Deb: 
 

Thursdays, January 5
th, 12

th, 19
th, 26

th, 5:30 -7 pm. 
Jesus provided his disciples teachings for how to follow Torah, God�s word; he 
told them parables to help them discern questions of ethics and of human nature; 
he offered them beatitudes for comfort and encouragement. But sometimes Jesus 
spoke words that followers then and now have found difficult. He instructs 
disciples to hate members of their own families (Luke 14:26), to act as if they 
were slaves (Matthew 20:27), and to sell their belongings and give to the poor 
(Luke 18:22). He restricts his mission (Matthew 10:6); he speaks of damnation 
(Matthew 8:12); he calls Jews the devil�s children (John 8:44).  In The Difficult 
Words of Jesus, Amy-Jill Levine shows how these difficult teachings would have 
sounded to the people who first heard them, how have they been understood over 
time, and how we might interpret them in the context of the Gospel of love and 
reconciliation. Join us starting Thursday, Jan 5

th
 at 5:30 pm on Zoom and in-

person. 
                                 Books are $13 and available in the office. 

Visions of Sugar Plums or Charlie Brown 
 
     Christmas is special, and I pray it was especially special for you.  Christians celebrate 
the birth of our Savior; atheists have their own rituals and there are those who celebrate 
�visions of sugarplums� OR.... Charlie Brown.  The latter, a creation of Charles M. Schulz 
who passed away 22 years ago; yet, his legacy is as endearing as that of Santa Claus. 
 
     Charlie Brown was a youngster who was the brunt of many jokes; he never lost his sense 
of humor, and he continued to believe in many good things including the Great Pumpkin.  We 
could learn a few things from his actions, keeping in mind the great pumpkin was only in 
Charlie‛s mind; hopefully Christ is in our head and heart. 
 
     How did your Christmas season go?  Did you remember to carry the �Spirit� within you; 
but, more importantly � did you exhibit it to others?  When you saw the lights on the tree; 
did you remember to �let your light shine?‛  If you had the opportunity to help someone in 
need, did you step-up; or withdraw?  The closing verses of the book of Matthew, Chapter 
28 is when Christ gives us the following instructions:  �Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.�  If we do our best to follow the intent of those instructions, we continue to spread 
the �good news‛ of Christ.   
 
    On behalf of Lee Scheierman and Edna Mae Ulmer (stewardship committee members) 
our thanks and appreciation to Rev. Deb Wacker and Rev Judy Owsley for their leadership; 
and our THANKS and appreciation to each and every one of you who attends or has visited 
Central United Methodist Church.  It continues to be your spirit of giving; your 
involvement, and your actions that helped make it a blessed Christmas for many others in 
many places.        
                                                                                             -Robert Rummel, Stewardship 



 

 

                 United Methodist Men  
 

The Central United Methodist Men meet the second Saturday 
of every month.  They offer fellowship, a chance to be 

involved, and support for Central United Methodist Church and 
the surrounding community.   

The United Methodist Men�s mee ng starts with fellowship at 
10:00 am; they gather at Gunther Toody�s.  

All congrega on members and guests are welcome on 
This Month it will be on Saturday, January 14th   

 

 United Methodist Women 
 
 

Naomi Circle will meet Thursday,  
January 5

th
 at 10:00 am,  

in Fellowship Hall 
 

We will celebrate the New Year.  
All congregational women members  

and guests are welcome. 

28 � Wayne & Cindy Medina 

    5 � Josephine Yacoub  
    6 � June Salladay 
    8  � Elyse Brunnemer 
    9  � Laura Ethridge 
  17 � Edna Mae Ulmer 
  18 � James Aud 
  19 � Shelby Pechacek 
  22 � Cynthia Pechacek 
  25 � Becky Suter 
  27 � Danny Aragon 
  29 � Jim Downs 
  30 � Sandra Noggle 

Central United Methodist is Hiring! 
A Youth Ministries Director 

KNOW ANYONE? 
 

We are looking for an individual to lead our Youth and Children's Activities 
The job is part-time at $20/hour. Must be 25 years or older.  

Experience with youth required. 
 

Contact Central UMC Office @ 719-597-6642 for application and appointment 

    
 
 
 
 
 
     
      Dear Central United Methodist, 
 

      We want to thank you for partnering with us ... specifically  
       for the 15 turkeys  you donated!  
 

      You are a blessing!!   Mercy�s Gate Team 



 

 

Monday, Jan 2
nd: Office Closed 

Tuesday, Jan 3
rd

 at 9:30 am:  Rev. Judy�s Bible Study 
Thursday, Jan 5

th
 at 10:00 am:  Naomi Circle  

Thursday,  Jan 5
th

 at 5:30 pm:  Rev. Deb�s Bible Study  
Sunday, Jan  8

th
 at 10:am:  Worship�Choir meets at 9 am 

Sunday, Jan 8
th 

 at 11:00 am: Sunday School  
 
Monday, Jan 9

th
 at 7:00 pm: Trustees Meeting 

Tuesday, Jan 17
th :  No Bible Study 

    Tuesday, Jan 10
th

 at 6:00 pm: Finance Meeting 
    Tuesday, Jan 10

th
 at 7:00 pm: Council Meeting 

Wednesday, Jan 11
th

 at 7pm:  Bells practice  
Thursday, Jan 12

th
 at 5:30 pm:  Rev. Deb�s Bible Study  

Saturday, Jan 14
th

 at 10:00 am:  United Methodist Men at Gunther Toody's  
    Sunday, Jan 15th

 at 10:am: Worship�Choir meets at 9 am 
    Sunday, Jan 15

h 
 at 11:00 am: Sunday School  

 
Tuesday, Jan 17

th at 9:30 am:  Rev. Judy�s Bible Study 
Wednesday, Jan 18

th
 at 7pm:  Bells practice  

Thursday, Jan 19
th

 at 5:30 pm:  Rev. Deb�s Bible Study  
     Sunday, Jan 22

th
 at 10:am:  Worship�Choir meets at 9 am 

 Sunday, Jan 22
th 

 at 11:00 am: Sunday School  
 

Tuesday, Jan 24
th

 at 9:30 am:  Rev. Judy�s Bible Study 
Wednesday, Jan 25

th
 at 7pm:  Bells practice  

Thursday, Jan 26 at 5:30 pm:  Rev. Deb�s Bible Study  
     Sunday, Jan. 29

that 10:am:  Worship�Choir meets at 9 am 
 Sunday, Jan 29

th 
 at 11:00 am: Sunday School  

 
Tuesday, Jan 31

stat 9:30 am:  Rev. Judy�s Bible Study 

           Hot Soup on a Cold Day 
 

             Food Gifts in January 
 

Hungry families in Colorado Springs will appreciate some soup or other meal 
items as the winds blow in January. Hundreds of families come to Mercy�s Gate 
each month for food and other assistance, and we can offer them the warmth of 
God�s love. Please bring soup or any non-perishable food items to the grocery   
cart in the church entry area any time during January. Mmm, good! 



 

 

Central United Methodist Church 
4373 Galley Road 
Colorado Springs, CO 80915 
  
  
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

During the month of December many lives were blessed as families 
 received the following donations from Central: 

 
Gifts for Mercy�s Gate under the Christmas trees: 
      Fellowship Hall tree: 89 food/hygiene items, plus egg cartons and health equipment 
      Sunday School tree: 6 pr gloves, 33 pr socks, 9 hats, 8 scarves,  5 Christmas stockings, 48 books 
 

Donations to Salvation Army: 
      36 jam-packed stockings for teens 
      166 new and gently used stuffed animals!! Mercy�s Gate had no room for so many,  
      but the Salvation Army  welcomed the gift!  
 
Collections for Mission Medical Clinic: Used printer cartridges, eye glasses and pill containers  


